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The Maya were a civilisation who lived in M ica
2000BC and S00AD.

They are known for being the first Mesocamericans to develop writing. They also had a sophisticated culture
in which they lived in city states.

They built spectacular monuments and stepped pyramids — some (e.g. Chichen Hza) have become world
tourist destinations in the modern day.

They were also well-k for their advanced maths and calend;
Around 900AD, Maya cities became abandoned. No one knows for sure why this happened.

THE MAYA WORLD

For thousands of years, the Maya have lived

in Mesoamerica, comprised of present-day
southern México, Guatemala, Belize, and parts
of Honduras and El Salvador. Today, the land of
the Maya harbors thousands of archacological
sites, most of them are still unexplored.
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Palal the Great (603-683AD) Yax K'uk Mo (426-437AD)

K’inich Janaab Pakal, also known as Yax K‘uk Mo was the founder and first
‘Pakal the Great’ or simply ‘Pakal’, is KlngaftheMayadtyaFCopan
perhaps the most famous Maya h day Honduras). Although he
He was the King of the city-state of only-agnd(mﬁymhlmsdfhe
Palenque, for 68 years, longer than any built 3 strong rule meaning that his
other Maya king or queen. He became dynasty was in place for around 350
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Palenque Tikal
Palenq nciently known Tikal was a Maya city that was built
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Lakamha) was a Maya state in what is in an area of rainforest in what s
now southern Mexico, which reached now Guatemala. It dates back to
tts peak between 600 and 700AD. the archaic Maya civilisation. Tikal
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most famous Palenque ruler. giving historfans some of the best

dues about how the Maya people
lived.

Chichen Hza
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f Maya society was formed of many different city-states, each with their own ruler. The King and royal family were
Rulers believed to be closely related to the gods. H was the job of the rulers to keep the gods happy an to represent them
in the human world. Rulers lived in the finest Maya buildings.
Mayadtlsmechandubedbyhuge.mnumenhlbuddingsandmulptwu AH)oughﬂreMayawaeabletome
Architecture metal, they preferred to carve into stone. They built elaborate temp eped py ds, observatories and palace
complexes. These were very detalled with artistic designs.
Food The Maya ate a wide variety of food. They grew crops such a maize, cacao, avocado and beans. Squash and chilli
were also grown. They kept animals such as dogs and turkeys for meat. They were also able to hunt very well,
capturing animals like rabbits and deer for food. Mesoamerica
Polytheistic
C]athlng Cloﬂ!lngmnoﬂnalbmadeﬁomwavmwtbnotshl (a fibre made from a local plant). For the rich, quetzal
far for elaborate headdresses. The Maya also wore jewellery — highland areas provided Pyramid
mwupdeandmsxhahamﬂkfadmﬂon
Sacrifice
Writing Maya writing, also known as Maya glyphs, was one of the eatlier forms of writing in the world, and the earliesst in
Mesoamerica. A series of pictures represented different words and letters. The earliest date back to around Civilisation
2000BC.
b Sisal
e Maya mathematics was highly advanced. The Maya people had a number system which inluded zero (many 5 h
anclent civilisations didn’t) which meant that complex aalculations could be performed quickly and ately ieroglyphics
Settlements
Rcllglon The Maya were polytheistic (believed in many gods) and worship Influenced most areas of their life. Buildings were
constructed and games were played in worship to gods. The gods were bloodthirsty, and the people believed that Avrchitecture
they nesded to make human sacrificed to keep them happy.
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Games \ \
< Almost every Mayan city had a ballcourt to play a ball game called Pok-A-Tok.
Pok-A-Tok games were often played as parts of religious ceremonies. Hunting God
< Serious Injury could be Inflicted on a player with the hard Ball, which was the weight — 5
of . Elbows, knees or h inly struck, but hands, fest < and arrows to A + I 1
eha;zwv:zeg:otmm Sl z hunt animals for food S m‘ h[;‘;;?"d’mu hang into and
< Players were | to throw th Ives on the g d to hit the ball properly. < Hunted many different R hapes
< Players wore equipment for protection such as chin pieces, masks, gloves, knee pads types of wildlife like o ke f ot :gl b?”&e“:?&, PP)
and leather aprons. deer, dogs, agout, Mua e ee part:
IO s B I N A the Heavens, the Earth and the Underworld, all linked
- Someti tbelos(ngm sacrificed. together by a glant World Tree
= me, wes < Mayan kings were thought to become gods after their
\\ death




